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Will it ever rain again, we ask ourselves as we 
lament over sand-coloured grass and thrice 
daily fresh water trips to our camelids!  Luckily, 
the spell of summer heat means no rushing cria 
into body warmers or stables to keep dry and 
warm.  The grass will return, as will the rain, as 
it does every year. 

We have a wealth of creative writers in our midst 
and I am very pleased to once again include 
Mary Pryse and Dr Richard Cox in this edition.

Please do keep your photos, stories, news items 
and diary dates coming. Everything I receive 
is useful and I will try to include as much as 
possible in future editions. 

And finally may I extend a very warm welcome 
to new members, Clive Purnell (Cwmbran), 
Mr Mason (Hitchin) and Graham and Caroline 
Walker (Penrith).
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BLS Members’ Day and AGM

We had a good crowd of 
members and friends 
attend the Members’ Day at 

Catanger Llamas courtesy of Mary 
Pryse. We all enjoyed a spirited talk 
by Mary on how to show llamas to 
best effect and what a judge looks 
for in a good llama. Mary then 
matched us all up with one of her 
llamas and took us on a trek round 
her large property and the maturing 
woodlands that she and David had 
planted a good few years ago. The 
day before it had rained heavily 
so we were all issued with rubber 
boots but even so it was muddy and 
wet (anyone remember what rain is 
like?!), but we all thoroughly enjoyed 
the trek with Mary’s well-trained 
llamas.

After a spirited AGM, we all settled 
down to listen to an excellent 
talk by Karin Mueller on embryo 
transfer and artificial insemination 
in camelids. Much work is now 
being done, and success is on the 
horizon although freezing of semen 
and embryos is still very much in 
the experimental phase. We hope 
to hear more from Karin on some 
research that she would like to do in 

the future.
Llama breed standards

Richard Cox has produced a report for the board on 
showing and breed standards, and as a result, we have 
asked Julie Taylor-Browne (a noted llama judge) to lead 
a small working group, with Richard and Barry Brosnan, 
to propose new breed standards and showing guidelines 
for both show classes and fun or performance classes. 
Julie plans to produce a draft report for circulation to the 
membership for comment in the autumn of this year with the 
aim of implementing agreed new guidelines at shows next 
year. This is no easy task, so we all wish them well in their 
endeavours. 

The heat

As I write the temperature is in the mid 80’s and the grass is 
rapidly turning brown, brown, brown. We have let our llamas 
onto our sand ménage which gets shade in the afternoon, 
and they all enjoy sitting on the cool sand, except Mary-Ann 
our 20-year-old girl, who happily lies out on her side in the 
full sun soaking it up. We did not shear her this year, so she 
has a full coat – amazing! So if the hot weather continues 
please do try and offer your llamas some shade but don’t be 
surprised if some ignore it and soak up the sun!
Interesting times!

Enjoy your llamas!
Tim Crowfoot
Chairman, BLS

Chairman’s
Notes

Tim Crowfoot

We have let our llamas 
onto our sand ménage 
which gets shade in the 
afternoon.“



The Calm of the Llama in the countryside!

Newent firm finalists in prestigious awards

Briery Hill Llamas certainly have an award-winning answer! Its superb family-run farming firm has just 
been named as a Finalist in the prestigious, UK-wide, Rural Business Awards. Securing a position in 
the top five firms running for the title of Best Rural Recreational or Outdoor Pursuits Business in the 

South West Region, and Briery Hill Llamas is thrilled with the title. Joint Owner, Lisa Fox, says:

We know that it’s been going really well and our 
customers are always exceptionally pleased with their 
experiences, we never imagined that we’d be recognised 
for our successes so early.”

Briery Hill Llamas chosen by the judges, Rural Business 
Awards co-founder Anna Price explains: “Briery Hill 
Llamas was established by three animal enthusiasts – 
Lisa, Angel and Steve Fox – and their passion for these 
fascinating creatures really shone through in their entry. 

“We were proud to shortlist Briery Hill Llamas as this 
business offered a great opportunity for people to do 
something a bit different while enjoying the Great British 
outdoors: trekking in the company of llamas with the 
beautiful setting of the Malvern Hills in the distance. We 
felt this was an unusual business which was boosting the 
local economy by bringing people into the area.” 

Lisa Fox, continues:“Of course, Llamas and Llama 
welfare is at the heart of what we do. Our original group 
of eight llamas is now up to fourteen, with the Llamas 
continuing to work their magic on our guests!

“Our guests also enjoy our home-made afternoon and cream 
teas which are all baked fresh here at our farm. We are 
particularly proud to have achieved a 5-star food hygiene rating 
from the Forest of Dean Council too.”

Lisa, who is also a Director  on the board of the British Llama 
Society, notes:“All sorts of people book our Llama Experience, 
from adults, families, corporate groups and hen parties, to 
people with learning disabilities and dementia.“People can 
relate to our llamas and seeing them build a bond and smile with 
them is fabulous and very emotionally rewarding.”  Additionally 
we only take advance bookings which makes this the perfect 
experience.

The Rural Business Awards, aims to give recognition to businesses operating right across the Rural sector.

Briery Hill Llamas (www.brieryhillllamas.co.uk) will find out if they are winners on October 9th, 2018.

Steve Fox with Rossie (Photo: Briery Hill Llamas)
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Happy Birthday!

On Tuesday 6th July 1998 
I undertook my first llama 
trek. I had been talking about 

starting it for ages but just hadn’t 
got round to doing anything about 
it. Out of the blue our Association 
secretary, Candy,  phoned me to 
ask if I could take a family from 
Northamptonshire trekking who 
wanted to trek but didn’t want to 
travel far. I contacted Mr & Mrs 
Starmer who explained they wanted 
to celebrate their son’s 21st with 
llamas, as he managed a football 
team called Starmers Llamas. I 
couldn’t say no. We trekked to The 
Star Inn in Sulgrave where we had 
lunch, and the round trip was about 
8 miles long, this was to become 
a regular event which we called 
the Star Trek which made us Star 

Trekkers.
Having proved to myself that my 
boys could easily handle the public, 
I put some leaflets in local pubs, 
and a few bookings trickled in. The 
second year saw a rising number 
so by year three, I decided to really 
go for it. I was still chauffeuring 
teenagers around as well as running 
a home, helping in my husband’s 
business, operating a breeding 
programme with the llamas- and I 
still had my herd of Angora goats. 
I got a website up and running and 
started to advertise and bookings 
came rolling in, and I sold lots of 
vouchers in the run-up to Christmas. 
It was only ever going to be a part-
time occupation as I still had all 
my other duties to perform but as 
my youngest children approached 

Mary Pryse shares her memories of how it all started... 20 years ago 
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Birthday celebrations in full swing Photo: Catanger Llamas



Everything was going great – 
and then Foot and Mouth hit us. 
Everything stopped. I had to write 
to all my booked customers and 
voucher holders to explain that I had 
no idea when we would be able to 
resume trekking; the countryside 
was at a standstill, and so I would 
be willing to refund their money. 
They were amazing; no one wanted 
their money back, and all were 
sympathetic and understanding. Only 
one young lady wanted a refund as 
she was leaving the area and wanted 
to take her Dad trekking before she 
left. Two years later, she did come 
trekking and brought her father.

After FMD we sold our cattle and 
goats and became a llama farm 
which made life easier with DEFRA 
for movements etc., as some 
restrictions stayed in place for a 
while. The story of the camelid 
situation during FMD is worth an 
article in its own right because 
we had to fight all the way to get 
restrictions lifted. My MP and MEP 
all lobbied for me in Westminster 
and Brussels. Bruce Wright from 
Wellington Lodge Trekking in 
Yorkshire and I wrote to HRH The 
Prince of Wales and boy did he get 
things moving! I have never been 
a political animal but the frustration 

and anger at that time was enormous 
with a government that had no 
understanding of farming or the 
countryside. My MP was a farmer, 
and HRH understood the countryside 
better than most. Not just the farmers 
but the rural enterprises too.
Trekking eventually resumed after 
a 16-month break, and I thought I 
would have to start all over again. 
Far from it, I got busier and busier. 
When we eventually got planning to 
live at Catanger and had our Visitor 
Centre built, we really felt that we 
had arrived. It was my intention to 
keep trekking up to age 70, and 
hopefully then one of my children 
or daughters in law might take it 
on. It was obvious a few years ago 
that this would not be the case so I 
thought about trying to find someone 
who could take it on but run it as 
their own business. After all, we had 
the trekking team, lovely routes to 
trek and facilities second to none. 
Oh, and experience.

Whilst these thoughts were mulling 
around in my head I received an 
email from a young lady wanting a 
job. I used to get regular enquiries 
from people wanting a job with 
llamas or work experience and 
generally had to turn them down as 
I couldn’t afford it and students took 

leaving school, I realised that I was unemployable, so llama trekking was 
something I could do and enjoy. 
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up more time than doing the jobs 
yourself, that’s when they turned up! 
Sarah’s CV looked good; she had 
worked with farm animals and also 
worked with the public, so I decided 
I must meet her. 
I employed Sarah part-time for a 
year whilst she got to know the 
llamas, our trekking routes, herd 
husbandry – everything. At the end 
of the year she wanted to take on 
the trekking business, and within 5 
years she had doubled my turnover 
and number of visitors. I am her 
assistant for trekking, and she helps 
me with the breeding programme 
and training of youngsters. Her 
use of social media has resulted 
in TripAdvisor certificates of 
excellence for the last 5 years, and 
we are the number one activity in 
our county, which is good going 
seeing as how Silverstone and 
Althorpe are in Northamptonshire 
too.
As our 20th anniversary 
approached, we decided to 
celebrate with special treks serving 
our guests llama cakes and Bucks 
Fizz. We celebrated in style and 

despite the roaring temperatures; 
we all had a good time. 
When I first told family and friends 
that I was going to start llama 
trekking, they all laughed. 

We have made many friends and 
had a lot of laughter along the 
way and ended up in some weird 
and wonderful places, on film 
sets, television studios, weddings, 
promotional events.

The first trek was with Henry, Hector 
and George (all half-brothers) and 
a little lad called Crofter. Today we 
trek with many of Crofters sons and 
grandsons and nephews of Henry, 
Hector and George. I usually end 
up at the back of the trek coming 
home, and when I look up and 
see 10 llamas walking along with 
members of the public who up until 
that morning had never met a llama 
before, relaxed and making their 
trekking companion feel equally 
relaxed and happy, I feel very 
proud. Now I am hoping to carry on 
helping out until I hit 80...

Sarah Jenny Brown with Spinach on his 20th Birthday 
Photo: Catanger Llamas, Northants

Photo: Catanger Llamas, Northants

My boys have 
taken out over 
20,000 people.

We have walked in 
excess of 10,000 
miles.

“
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The British Llama Society maintains a database 
to enable members to register (and non-
members who chose to so register) their 

llamas, crossbreeds, guanacos, camels and vicunas, 
thus giving each animal a unique reference number 
to enable identification of that animal.

It is a requirement implemented by BLS, that each 
animal so registered must be microchipped. This 
facilitates recognition of an animal regardless of 
its physical appearance. Such identification is of 
huge benefit to new owners who wish to know the 
parentage and history of an animal new to them. 
Furthermore, microchipping becomes an essential 
tool in proving true ownership if animals are stolen or 
escape and also if they are found to have a notifiable 
illness, from this identification it facilitates tracing its 
contacts.  

Microchipping is a requirement because BLS does 
not recommend the use of ear tags, as they can 
result in torn ears due to the fact that camelids are 
browsers and they are known on many occasions to 
catch them in hedges, fencing etc causing damage 
and distress to the animal.

Registration also enables a history of the animal 
and its parentage to be constructed. This is of 
tremendous benefit to someone who wishes to breed 
for type, colour and of course good confirmation as 
well as temperament.

Uppermost, the BLS regularly receives requests 
for information from DEFRA and the AHVLA who 
assume we have accurate and up to date records of 
numbers of llamas, crossbreeds, guanacos, camels 
and vicunas and their distribution within the UK. To 
meet this expectation and as a responsible Breed 
Society, the BLS Board feel that we should have a 
fairly accurate record of numbers of these animals.

Upon request, general data trends are passed to 
DEFRA etc, such as overall number of animals, 
typical size of herd etc. Specific owner details have 
not been requested from us.

The BLS Board is aware that many members feel 
there is nothing to be gained in registering an animal 

they have owned for many years or have no intention 
of selling, but you will note from above that there is 
much to be gained.

Thus, there are several and varied good reasons 
why llamas, crossbreeds, guanacos, camels and 
vicunas should be registered with the British Llama 
Society, and we strongly urge you as members of 
BLS to ensure that all the animals you own are so 
registered.  Please pass this information onto any 
owners you know of who are not currently members 
of BLS.

Finally, the Board have agreed, that with effect 
from the next Renewal date, 1 January 2019, joint 
members will be asked to decide which of them is to 
be regarded as the “Lead Member”.  Alternatively, 
joint members may choose to upgrade to Family 
Membership and thus keep both names on the 
membership database and registration certificates. 
With Family Membership, you will be able to choose 
whose name your llamas, guanacos, camels, 
vicunas etc. should be registered in, otherwise, they 
will be registered under just the Lead Member.

Family membership entitles you to two votes at 
AGMs or for any other motion put to the membership 
for agreement. 

The cost of joint membership is currently £35 (£36 if 
paid via Paypal) and for Family Membership £40 (or 
£41 if paid via Paypal).

Vivienne S Ives
Registrar

The Benefits of
REGISTRATION
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Kate Langton Roberts 
(B.A. Hons Fine Art) is 
an English artist, born 

in Chester, whose wonderfully 
original artwork is delighting a 
rapidly growing audience. 

Combining her passion for 
animals with her love of art and 
a real talent, she creates striking 
animal portraits through mark 
making and skilled use of colour. 
She regularly uses inks, graphite 
and acrylics for the main body of 
her work. Kate is always happy 
when she is engrossed in her 
art, her two main aims being to 
capture the essence of each 
subject and to make people 
smile with the final product. 
She has painted a range of 
animals, beginning during her 
student days at the University 
of Chester with a standout 
graduate exhibition, featuring 
penguins, and going on to 
include commissioned portraits 
of beloved domestic pets.

Llamas are the most recent 
subject of Kate’s work, born of 
a love affair which began the 
moment she first visited Hillview 
Llamas in Frodsham, Cheshire.

“I’ve always had a really strong 
connection with all animals 

throughout my life. From 
the second I stepped into the 
field at Hillview Llamas, I knew 
I was about to get lost in an 
instant obsession with these 
intriguing, beautiful creatures. 
With their stunning eyelashes, 
long charismatic ears and their 
curiosity, each llama presents a 
very individual character.” She 
knew instantly that this was the 
beginning of something very 
special in her life. “I needed 
to record what I saw and felt 
through my art.” 

Thus began a burst of creativity, 
resulting in a series of bright, 
energetic, original portraits 
which have captured the public 
imagination.

Still Cheshire-based, Kate will 
be exhibiting her work locally 
to Chester in the near future. 
Look out for updates and give 
her page a ‘like’ on Facebook. 
Kate welcomes commissions 
and sells high quality prints and 
originals. 

You can contact the artist 
through Facebook fb.me/
katelangtonrobertsart or 
alternatively through her website 
at www.katelangtonroberts.art. 

K A T E  L A N G T O N  R O B E R T S

Image featured: ‘Carnivallama’
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Ellie Beazerdimond.  A final year student at The Royal Veterinary 
College

12 Llama Link Magazine

Cool Llamas        
Photo: Leigh White, Chard Hot dog





s the Tiwanaku and Wari 
colonies settled and 
expanded in the Lake 

Titicaca basin (AD 500-1100) llama 
pastoralism basically included the 
herding of llamas for meat and cargo 
transport, contributing significantly 
towards economic development. 
Akqusa was a cargo llama of that 
period, so named for his colour – he 
was a darkish brown but with white 
underbelly and legs.

Akqusa’s mother was a llama 
herded as a source of meat by the 
Aymara people in the outer region 
where today the boundaries of Peru 
and Bolivia come together. His 
father was a guanaco, wandering 
in search of a herd of females he 
might have a chance to contest 
for, but equally willing to gather a 
harem from chance meetings with 
pairs or small groups of wandering 
females. After Akqusa was weaned, 
his mother had been driven in a herd 
to a market in one of the nearby 
settlements, part of the WARI colony 
at that time, several centuries before 
the Inka began to piece together 
what would in time become the 
largest and most powerful empire 
ever seen in the Andes.

Akqusa was a strong llama with 
straight legs and a well-muscled 
chest, but most importantly had 

demonstrated an inclination to 
stay together with the main group 
of llamas and a willingness to be 
handled by the herders. He had 
allowed the handlers to hold him for 
a costal to be placed on his back 
and fastened there by means of 
a strong rope braided from spun 
llama hairs. As a 3-year-old, he had 
demonstrated an ability to join the 
main group of llamas being content 
to follow a delentaro (lead llama) 
while carrying a lightly loaded costal 
on journeys which often took several 
weeks to complete. He would graze 
as they travelled , completing his 
feed at the end of a day’s effort and 
his costal was removed, then settling 
for the night, part of the herd, facing 
inward with a longer llama rope 
draped across the backs and behind 
the necks of the outside animals. 
Early the next morning they would 
seek out their morning feed until the 
caravaneros gathered them for their 
costals to be again attached for the 
coming day’s journey.

Once Akqusa had satisfied the 
caravaneros that he met their 
expectations of a cargo llama and 
had reached the prime age of 4 
years, he had been gelded and 
promoted to become a full cargo 
llama, this next season to have his 
load increased to a full working 
weight of 50 to 65 lbs, depending 
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The Life of a Cargo Llama



by Keith Payne

“
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upon the load to be carried, the duration and difficulty of the trail to be travelled.

Being gelded was a horrific experience for him. Three men had wrestled him to the ground and restrained 
him while a fourth had performed the operation with a sharp instrument, without anaesthetic. But once 
returned to his companions who were not alarmed, he became calmer, and in a few days had forgotten the 
incident.

The day before departing on a journey, Akqusa and each other cargo llama was fitted with a red ear tassel, 
had a red ocher paste applied to their body and neck and a specific nick was cut into an ear. The delentero 
were given special treatment to include a decorative bridle, a woven breast piece, specially toned bells and a 
small mast or flag affixed to their cargo. The ceremonies varied somewhat from handler to handler but were 

The Life of a Cargo Llama
Once Akqusa had satisfied 
the caravaneros that he met 
their expectations of a cargo 
llama and had reached the 
prime age of 4 years, he had 
been gelded and promoted 
to become a full cargo llama
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 “It is such traits 
that the handlers 
looked for in their 
selection of herd 
machos for mat-
ing purposes. A 
muscular phy-
sique, an effort-
less pace and a 
willingness to be 
herded.

in all cases elaborate and essential to 
ensure a successful journey. Several dogs 
of the Chiribaya shepherd type, similar 
in appearance to the golden retriever of 
today, would accompany the caravan, 
prized by the caravaneros and also part of 
ritual pre-trip preparations.

Basic cargo which could include woven 
and braided products, llama dung and a 
variety of items to be traded on the route 
were carefully packed into the costals; 
basically, a sack of woven llama fleece 
which was sewn shut, balanced and folded 
neatly over the back of the llama. Small 
blankets were folded and placed under 
the costal for comfort and protection of 
the llama’s spine. The costal was held in 
place by a long braided llama rope which 
was wrapped around several times and 
secured with a knot.

The majority of llamas in caravans had the 
original llama double coat which tended to 
partially mat with use, providing an extra 

layer of comfort for the llama. In Akqusa’s 
caravan were a couple of chaq’u longer 
fleeced llamas who’s belly and leg hairs 
were trimmed to stop collection of dirt and 
mud and allow the costal to be secured 
without slippage during the journey.

Each morning the caravaneros would 
be up before light, releasing the llamas 
to allow them to feed and then prepare 
what would be their main meal of the day. 
Subsequently, the llamas had their costals 
tied on, in some cases a couple would 
be simply hitched together and in other 
cases being held by one while another 
handler fitted the load. Once fitted, the 
costal would remain in place for the entire 
day, removed only at the end of the day’s 
travel. It was common for up to 10% of the 
llamas not to carry a load, so that if a llama 
were to have difficulty, its costal could be 
transferred to a fresh llama. Several rest 
stops of 15-30 minutes would be taken 
during a day’s progress.

The Life of a Cargo Llama
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The Life of a Cargo Llama

At night the removed costals 
would be grouped to provide 
wind protection for the 
caravaneros. The woven 
saddle blankets would 
be utilised to keep them 
warm before being applied 
under the llama costals the 
following morning. The day 
schedule would be planned 
as carefully as possible to 
allow evening stops with 
friends and family along 
the route, in which case 
their stone corrals could 
be borrowed to house the 
llamas.

Daily progress would be 
determined by the difficulty 
of the track. Of course this 
varied significantly on a 
long journey and the llamas 
would often confront steep, 
narrow, uneven paths where 
single file was in order, wider 
well-worn tracks where the 
llamas could fan out behind 
the delentero, difficult river 
crossings, steep descents 
down banks of loose stone, 
not to mention any number 
of obstacles which needed 
to be manoeuvered around 
or over. When crossing 
new territory, one handler 
would often lead the way 
for the delentero to follow, 
but in familiar country the 
delentero would lead the 
way, dutifully followed by the 
caravan. Individual llamas 
would never, ever attempt to 
take the lead position. In a 
large caravan, the delentero 
would often have a couple 
of lieutenants who carried 
a different toned bell, and 

each llama in the pack would 
generally respect a pecking 
order bringing a degree of 
harmony to the caravan.

Akqusa had found his spot 
near the middle of the 
caravan but was always 
ready to move up a notch if 
a llama was replaced by the 
handlers or injured.

He enjoyed the trips, 
especially when heading 
through new territory. Once 
a year, he and several 
other larger boys would be 
selected for a trip to the salt 
mines. Here they had much 
heavier weights loaded on to 
a frame designed especially 
for this purpose, often the 
weight was 100 – 120 lbs, 
but it was a single day’s 
travel to their destination, 
and he would have a very 
light load to carry home 
the next day. He and the 
others prided 
themselves 
on their ability 
to transport 
this heavy, 
awkward 
load for the 
handlers, 
often up and 
over steep 
slopes having 
slippery terrain 
underfoot.

Somehow he understood that llamas were 
naturally talented for this type of work, 
and he quickly learned that any llama not 
conformed to have a smooth pace would be at 
a disadvantage, and these llamas did not last 
many years at this work. He had, over time, 
come to accept being herded, as he always 
had sufficient food to maintain health as well 
as gaining protection from the sometimes 
harsh weather, not to mention the threat from 
pumas and poachers. Such was the nature 
of domestication and the difference between 
himself and his father. And it is such traits that 
the handlers looked for in their selection of 
herd machos for mating purposes. A muscular 
physique, an effortless pace and a willingness 
to be herded.

Author’s Note: Studying llama history 
is a very enjoyable pastime. I gained a 
lot from ARCHAEOLOGY OF ANDEAN 
PASTORALISM, Capriles/Tripcevich and GOLD 
OF THE ANDES, Ochoa, MacQuarrie and 
Portus but also numerous publications, articles 
and papers. Many thanks to all those who 
research and report on the fascinating history of 
the llama and its domestication.



A report from Annie Austen
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IntroducIng WatertoWn`s 

neW  Md

April 28th, Members Day, and 
Palma the Llama`s due date, 
but on our farm, the April/May 

births always go over, usually by a 
couple of weeks, and especially so 
for first-time Mums. No sign of any 
impending labour at breakfast time 
so I went to work as usual. Imagine 
my surprise then when I came 
home at 5.30  to find Palma with 
her newborn tucked up in the stable 
together! The little chap could stand 
but was very down on his pasterns, 
his ears were floppy, and although 
his teeth had erupted he was clearly 
dysmature, (technically full term but 
with symptoms of prematurity). He 
weighed 10 kilos, and I guessed he 
was maybe one or two hours old, 
but clearly, he hadn't fed.  Palma 
had not yet passed the afterbirth. By 
7pm I was becoming increasingly 
concerned as the cria was making 
less effort to mobilise himself, the 
evening temperature was dropping, 
and he still hadn't nursed, so I 
popped a little coat on him. There is 
only a very small window,just the first 
few hours of life, for a newborn cria 
to be able to absorb antibodies which 
normally come from his mother's 
colostrum, and a healthy cria would 
be up and suckling within one to 
two hours. At 8.30pm I made up a 
bottle of Immucol which I have found 
to be the best colostrum substitute, 
and it was good to see the little 
chap with something warm inside 
him. At the same time, I gave Mum 
an injection of Oxytocin as she still 
hadn't passed the afterbirth, and that 
produced the desired effect. Palma 

was proving to be a very attentive 
and caring first time Mum, with a 
good udder, so I was hopeful that 
the cria would now gain enough 
strength and vitality to be able to 
nurse. He still hadn't managed it by 
10.30pm however, so I gave him 
another bottle of Immucol, and just 
kept encouraging him to stand under 
her. I also gave him a long lasting 
antibiotic injection because his 
ability to absorb antibodies from his 
mother's colostrum was now severely 
compromised. Even the cleanest 
shed is riskier in terms of infection 
than the dirtiest pasture, so any 
newborn who has to come in for the 
night and who is likely to be short on 
colostrum intake is always going to 
be vulnerable.  

I went to bed feeling optimistic that 
he would soon work out where the 
milk bar was, but my hopes were 
dashed the next morning when the 
cria showed no sign of improvement. 
It was very chilly for late April, and 
he was quite lethargic, so I gave him 
some electrolytes and did my best 
to warm him up with a second coat 
and two hot water bottles.  Once he 
was warm enough to take it, I fed 
him on goats milk using a drenching 
syringe. Rather than gaining strength, 
his condition seemed to weaken, 
and he no longer seemed able to 
stand without me helping him up. 
Newborn compromised crias have 
major problems with their own 
thermo-regulation, and the heat 
packs and hot water bottles were just 
not adequate, so reluctantly I had 

A clearly dysmature baby MD

A second coat and two hot water bottles to 
try and warm MD up



nnie Aus-
ten
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Introducing Watertown’s new MD

to concede defeat and 
bring him indoors, even 
though it meant taking 
him away from Palma. 
As he gradually warmed 
up and I regularly plied 
him with warm goats 
milk it became obvious 
that he had lost some 
of his mobility skills. 
He could maintain 
sternal recumbency for 
a reasonable period 
but if he got onto his 
side, he could no 
longer right himself. 
This deterioration was 
perhaps indicative 
of cerebral hypoxia 
or some swelling on 
the brain, so the next 
strategy was to inject 
Vitamin B1. Additionally, 
despite the Immucol and 
goats milk, the cria had 
not defecated at all since 
birth, so just before 
midnight I gave him an 
enema with spectacular 
results, and went to 
bed...until 3am when the 
next feed was due! 

Next day was more of 
the same, antibiotic, 
B1,  goats milk little 
and often, up-righting 
him and helping him 
to stand, but by the 
evening he had made 
real progress! He 

could get up and down 
by himself and was 
beginning to explore 
the kitchen. Not being 
house-trained it soon 
became apparent 
just how much goats 
milk was going in as I 
struggled to keep pace 
with what was coming 
out!  By the following 
morning, he had gained 
a pound, drunk nearly 
2 litres of goats milk in 
24 hours, and was very 
alert, nuzzling amongst 
the coats hanging in 
the hall whenever he 
felt hungry!  Another 
B1 injection and then it 
was time to reunite him 
with Palma! That was a 
wonderful moment with 
two very happy llamas, 
and in no time at all 
the cria  (whose name 
by now was ‘MD’ as 
in Members Day!) had 
found the milk bar. After 
two nights of 3am feeds 
I was more than happy 
to pass that job back to 
Mum!

I discussed his condition 
with Grahame, my 
vet, and mentioned to 
him that the previous 
year Palma`s mother 
had also given birth 
to a dysmature cria 

with floppy ears late in 
the day and that I had 
used the same male 
to cover both of them. 
Grahame confirmed that 
the Vitamin B1 should 
help with brain recovery, 
and cautioned against 
repeating the same 
coupling combination 
with Palma`s line and 
that particular male in 
case there is a 'storage 
disease' where an 
enzyme is missing, 
and products build up 
in the brain leading to 
progressive decline. 
The B1 course was 
for 3 days and the 
antibiotics for 10, and 
every day saw steady 
improvement.

Two little problems still 
remained, however... 
MD `s ears were still not 
straight! He looked like 
a puppy dog instead of 
a llama, but a little bit 
of electrical tape soon 
sorted the problem! After 
a few days of being 
gently strapped they 
became straight and 
strong, as befits the fine 
young man that he has 
now become, (but I still 
reckon he has too much 
eyeshadow!)

Hanging around near the coats 
whenever he felt hungry

Back where he belongs!

There is only a very small window,just the 
first few hours of life, for a newborn cria to 
be able to absorb antibodies which normally 
come from his mother's colostrum

 “
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I                  have to admit that it has taken several years 
of llama breeding to become interested in 
the finer detail of fibre and its management. I 

guess this is in part to me never seeing myself 
sat at a spinning wheel or trying to make 
money from it through selling it on. 

I recently became interested due largely to 
what I witnessed overseas – this is in terms of 
types, qualities and management.

Silky fleece is certainly trending in North 
America and largely it would appear the most 
sought-after type for look, feel and processing. 
Good confirmation has become the standard 
for all types of llamas at major shows and so 
fleece has become the next challenge to get 
right/add value when being sold. There would 
certainly be no point entering a llama with even 
the mildest of congenital disorders because 

they if allowed in the show ring and they would 
get anywhere.

As well as handle (feel/touch a quality of 
the Silkies) I have been impressed with the 
volume of fleece some types of llamas can 
produce especially the Rebano Escondidos, 
the additionally soft, silkie smooth untangled 
nature of fibre of a well prepared Argentine, the 
bright,  jazzy colours of some of the Peruvian 
types, the length of some Suri fleeces. 

I am sure we all like to see our llamas looking 
nice and whilst beauty is inevitably in the 
eye of the beholder, I cannot foresee anyone 
thinking that dull, lifeless, matted, felted, fleece 
looks better than bright, free-flowing, untangled 
fleece. If a given, how do we achieve this? The 
British Llama Society Showing Regulations 
forbid the the use of any commercial or non-
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commercial grooming product. 
Exactly why I am not entirely sure 
but from what I am led to understand 
it is to do with spoiling the ‘natural 
look’ and damaging the fibre. I am 
advised by other sources this latter 
point isn’t necessarily true. More 
damage can be done through having 
grooming and the use of some 
types of  brushes. In North America, 
many hours, over several weeks 
are spent preparing llama for the 
show ring to look their best. Mats, 
if present, are removed, cuts styled 
to show off the main attributes/hide 
any shortcomings. The tails, for 
example, can be made to look bigger 
and as if stood higher (a positive 
trait) if the fleece around is cut back. 
There are other distinct advantages. 
Blowing out the grit and dirt gives 
added life to your shears, believe 
me, it does. Use of a medicated 
shampoo can help eradicate ticks, 
fleas and other surface parasites 
(a problem for llamas in some parts 
of the world including so far as 
the UK is concerned - Scotland), 
condition the skin and fibre, make 
it easier you and the llama to have 
debris, mats and tangles taken out 

without harsh or long combing. I 
would have certainly appreciated it 
before my mum used to comb out 
my hair before sending me on my 
way to Sunday School in a hurry as 
a child. I would be surprised if many 
llamas would naturally volunteer for 
a blow and set but they do seem to 
get used to it. No doubt some of you 
will have seen on YouTube one of 
Terry Crowfoot’s llamas sat/stood 
patiently in the open paddock whilst 
having their fleece trimmed. In warm 
weather, if I leave the sprinkler on 
my llamas take a voluntary shower 
with pleasure. So, if well-managed 
none of these processes need be 
stressful for the llama. If it’s part of 
good husbandry then surely it is an 
acceptable part of show preparation.

The process of preparing for the 
show ring is generally, to blow out 
the fleece to remove dust, grit, 
and vegetable matter, shampoo to 
clean and bring out the sheen. If 
mats are present, comb out using 
a combination of detangler brushes 
and lotions. Llamas are then heavily 
rinsed to remove any residues, 
especially those likely to dry or 

A ‘Blow Out’Final Shearing
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deaden the fibres. The fleece is blown 
again to dry followed by a final brush out.

As an owner wanting my llamas just 
to look at their best, I see no harm in 
following such practices. It might be a 
waste of time, if, after all this preparation, 
your llama decides to go and roll in the 
dust bath, or worse still on straw bedding, 
but, even then it is still easier to bring 
back the fleece to looking smart again 
when they need to. Some may argue 
that we have been conditioned to prefer 
the aesthetics of manicured appearance 
and in so doing lost the ability to value 
the natural look. This is what I may say 
about my own appearance but not sure I 
approve of that excuse in my llamas.

For many years, I thought I simply had 
to live with my llamas having matted/
felted clumps of fleece, but you certainly 
don’t. My proven practice has come to be 
a two-year cycle for those who’s fleece 
has a tendency to mat naturally after it 
has reached a certain length. I am sure 
that breeding, nutrition and lifestyle have 
a part to place but as many of you will 
already know,  young short fibre is much 
more vibrant than long, old fibre. With 
heavy woollen llamas shearing generally 
starts around 2 years of age. The main 
barrel alternate years with front and 
back. I use hand shears which may give 
the appearance of an uneven cut but 
this is soon cancelled out with grooming 
and as the fleece starts to regrow in 
only a matter of a few weeks. This is my 
preferred look and way of doing it, but I 

For many years, I thought I simply had to 
live with my llamas having mattes/felted 
clumps of fleece, but you certainly don’t. 

Dr Richard Cox“

Showstoppers prepared to look at 
their best
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• length of fibre (important in 
spinning)

• consistency (again important 
for processing)

• crimp (essential for producing 
garments that need to retain 
shape/spring back into shape 
when washed and worn such 
as jumpers. 

• cleanliness - speaks for itself. 

• handle or feel, softness (nice 
to touch-important if it is to be 
used in garments worn close to 
the skin). 

• lustre (shinyness)

• volume (measured in terms of 
weight)

• absence of the courser guard 
hair when judged off the hoof.

• Coverage (if judged on the 
hoof)

All of which can add value to the 
price paid for fibre, important for 

the commercial llama enterprise.

Most of these qualities are largely 
genetic and not radically changed 
as a result of preparation which 
again raises the question of why 
not sanction use of grooming 
products, it not the equivalent of 
using black shoe polish on horses 
hoofs, talc on white cats, rollers in 
long-haired dogs etc. where there 
may be a significant ethical or 
welfare issue.

Dr Richard Cox, Hillview Llamas

For anyone interested in more 
detailed description of fibre 
structure, the old BLS website has 
an interesting section at: http://
www.britishllamasociety.co.uk

Llama Fibre: A Growing Interest 

equally accept some of 
the more stylistic cuts 
and grooming of those 
sufficiently skilled and 
equipped to do a good 
job. I think climate and 
time of year also need 
to be considered since 
llamas living outdoors 
heavily cropped in the 
Autumn living in the far 
North of England would 
suffer as would those 
with heavy coats living 
in the South of England 
at the height of 
summer that have not 
been sheared. So far, I 
have only really talked 
about fibre from a look/
appearance point of 
view.  Submitting fibre 
for competition will 
evaluate more than 
simple appearance on 
the animal. Judges will 
be looking at:
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SPIRITSKINDRED        
Photo: Jigar and Charlotte, with Pharaoh, at Faster Lente Llamas, Cambs
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Tim Crowfoot (Chairman)
T: 01489 877631
timcrowfoot@btinternet.com

Caroline Bennett  (Advertising)
T: 01746 765078
caroline@carolinebennett.co.uk 

Barry Brosnan
T: 07850 619834 
treks@llamaadventures.co.uk 

Caroline Champion (Webmaster)
T: 01746 766082 
carolinejanechampion@gmail.com

Lisa Fox (Membership Secretary)
T: 01989 720517 M: 07580158010 
Briery Hill House, Briery Hill Lane, 
Kilcot 
Newent, Glouc GL18 1NH 
membership@britishllamasociety.
co.uk
liatheyellowlab@hotmail.co.uk

Tina Gambell (Editor, Llama Link)
Faster Lente, Walton Road
Wisbech PE14 7AG
T: 01945 582850 
M: 07890 025064
admin@britishllamasociety.co.uk
llamalink@btinternet.com

David James (Treasurer)
Barford Cottage, Spaxton,  
NR Bridgwater, Somerset TA5 1AF 
T: 01278 671425
barfordllamas@btinternet.com

Caroline Pembro (Re-homing)
T: 01749 841359 
M: 07983 462289
CPembro@gmail.com
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Registrar
Vivienne Ives 
“Aysgarth”, Clipston Lane, 
Normanton on the Wolds, 
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T: 01159 375949 
Registrar@britishllamasociety.co.uk

Cart Driving 
Terry Crowfoot 
T: 01489 877631
terrycrowfoot@btinternet.com

Trekking & Husbandry 
Mary Pryse (Midlands)
T: 01327 860808      
mary@llamatrekking.co.uk

1. South-West England
Annie Austen T: 01769 540840
annie.austen@btinternet.com
Devon, Dorset, Somerset, Wilts, 
Cornwall

2. South-East England
Tim Crowfoot (Temporary)
T: 01489 877631
TimCrowfoot@btinternet.com
Berkshire, Oxfordshire, East 
Sussex, Hants, Isle of Wight, West 
Sussex, Buckinghamshire, London, 
Middlesex (Volunteer needed for this 
area)

3. East of England
Gwynneth Hogger T: 07713 912474
gwynneth.hogger@btinternet.com
Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, 
Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk, Suffolk

4. East Midlands
Brian Haughton T: 01623 752142
haughton_brian@hotmail.com 
Derby, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, 
Northants, Nottinghamshire, Rutland

5. West Midlands
Robert Dewar & Amanda Huntley
T: 01981 240208
info@oldkingstreetfarm.co.uk
Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, 
Shropshire, Staffordshire, 
Warwickshire, West Midlands, 
Worcestershire

6. North-East & West of England
Suzanne Benson
T: 01423 711052     
M: 07743 690770 
info@nidderdalellamas.org North/
South/East/West Yorkshire & 
Humberside, Cleveland, Durham, 
Northumberland, Tyne & Wear

7. North-West England & Isle of Man
Mary Walker T: 01768 866776
info@lakelandllamatreks.co.uk
Cheshire, Greater Manchester, 
Merseyside, Isle of Man, Cumbria, 
Lancashire

8. Wales & Liaison with the Welsh 
Assembly
Michele Huxley Campbell-Dye
T: 01691 651624     M: 07800 527138
lazyllamalunch@btinternet.com

9. Scotland
Catherine Murray
T: 01644 430298     
M: 07530 759418

10. Northern & Southern Ireland
Sue Somerville   
T:+353 1 281 8253
smgsomerville@gmail.com 

11. Surrey, Kent
Jacinta Nastali 
T: 01932 856486     
M: 07976 431961
info@armitagelia.com 
Surrey, Kent

Could you be a Regional Coordinator?

Please contact any of the points
of contact on this page and they 
will ensure your message gets dealt 
with. 

Points of Contact

Please contact your regional 
co-ordinator for advice on llama 
ownership or post a message 
on the BLS Members’ Facebook 
page. Co-ordinators will also 
be able to put you in touch with 
llama owners in your region. 

Regional Coordinators


